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From the Pastor: 
On October 14th, 2009 I will celebrate the 25th anniversary of my ordi-
nation as ñMinister of Word and Sacramentò.  Over that period of time 
I have traveled far, accomplished much, remembered a little, and for-
gotten a lot.  Over that period of time I have had the honor of being a 
part of peopleôs lives at very important moments and milestones.  I 
have been with people at times of birth, baptism, graduation, mar-
riage, and death.   
 

Sometimes it has been my calling to lead a congregation in saying a 
final goodbye to someone all of us knew well.  Grief and celebration 
hold hands.  Together we look to fill a sense of loss, while at the 
same time celebrating the comfort of Godôs presence and the joy of 
promises made and fulfilled.   
 

At other times I have been asked to mostly listen.  My task has been 
to help a group of people deal with the death of someone they knew 
and cherished, but someone whose story and history I did not know 
as well. 
 

On Friday the 13th Tim Russert passed away.  Almost 25 years of 
preaching on Sunday mornings has meant I havenôt seen much of 
Meet the Press.  For most of my life, my ñhomeò connection has been 
with a city some 60 miles east of here.  I canôt say I knew Tim 
Russert well.  I can say with great confidence that his passing has 
had a profound affect on many people here at Deerhurst.  Four 
prayer cards and many intentional conversations have been the be-
ginning of me trying to figure out how to help a congregation put in 
words what they are feeling.   
 

For some it has been yet another reminder of our own mortality: the 
famous pass away as suddenly and unceremoniously as anyone 
else.  For some it has felt like a really good story has ended way too 
soon:  local boy makes good, but doesnôt lose a sense of reverence 
for people and community that made what he enjoyed possible.  For 
many the word that came first to mind was ñintegrityò.  The world has 
lost a man of great integrity, and people of honesty, humility, and in-
tegrity are something the world can ill afford to loose. 
 

I will end with the question I often raise during funerals.  How can we 
say ñgoodbyeò in such a way that ñhelloò to new potential and possi-
bility becomes welcome relief in the midst of sorrow and sadness? 
 

Peace 
 

Rev. Steven E. Jelensperger 

 

 



Worship Committee 
 

How are you spending your summer?  
Dress cool and come as you are to Deer-
hurstôs summer services.  Rev. Steve will 
be away the weeks of July 6th, 13th and 20th, how-
ever we are blessed to have Lance Brown on July 6 
and 13th and Lisa Nelson on July 20th.  Join the 
worship committee in welcoming our guest speakers 
on those Sundays. 
 
The worship committee also has a few gentle 
ñhousekeepingò reminders.  Please check the pew 
before you leave on Sunday mornings for personal 
belongings and any trash that can be disposed of.  If 
you have purchased flowers for the Communion Ta-
ble, please return the vases to the counter in the 
rear of the sanctuary.  As always, we are in need of 
ushers and lay readers; prayerfully consider volun-
teering in this capacity.  
 
Have a blessed summer and weôll see you Sunday! 
 
Submitted By: 
Kirstin Helm 

Building & Grounds Update  
 

The Building and Grounds Committee appreciates the 
coming of warmer weather. The break in the tempera-
tures has allowed us to finally complete the Colvin 
Boulevard canopy structure, and the committee is 
planning the final stages of the entrance upgrade. 
New railings are being built and modern replacement 
entry doors have  been ordered. The new doors, 
metal clad on the outside and wood finish on the in-
side, should be delivered and installed some time in 
July. Northeast Window and Door Company is our 
contractor. 
 
Committee members have been involved with interior 
and exterior projects at our weekly Tuesday work ses-
sions. On the church grounds, the main effort has 
concentrated on edging the lawn, trimming trees and 
shrubs, weeding the garden beds and planting new 
flowers. Debbie and Tom Rolle are to be thanked 
again for volunteering their time in the planting of an-
nuals at the Colvin entrance and around the church 
sign. We also thank Presbyterian Women for donating 
many of the flowers for the grounds. 
Ron Friend 

Notes From the Nurse  
 

Early announcement for a September seminar.  
 

" Housing Issues for Older Americans" will be 
presented on Sunday September 28 after service, 
11:30 - 12:30. Time is dependent on questions after 
the presentation. It is presented by Michael Olear, 
MSW , Associate Broker with M. J. Peterson Real 
 Estate since 1987. 
 

This seminar will address questions such as:  
* Does it make sense to spend money to fix up or is 
it better to sell "as is"? 
 * What inspections and repairs are required by a 
township or other entity during the home sale 
process? 
 * What obligations does the NY State required 
property condition disclosure create when you are 
selling a residence? 
*Reverse mortgages- what are the pros and cons?  
* What is the "Aging in Place" movement and what 
commonly used techniques allow someone to stay 
in their home longer? 
*What's the difference between a townhouse and a 
patio home or a townhouse and a condominium?  
* How do you buy when you have to sell first?  
 
For further information, contact Barb Burr 
. 

Please Help Us To Update Records 
 

Please report changes in your address, phone 
number, email address, marital status or  family 
expansions to Carol Reimondo.  She may be reached 
at  monacr2001@yahoo.com or 833 2845.  Carol has 
generously volunteered to update the church directory 
and other church records.  
 
We are also considering the possibility of sending the 
Window newsletter by email to save on postage 
expenses. This would be an optional choice for each 
member. It will be necessary to have the email 
addresses  correct and also updated regularly.  
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

One Day at A Time 
 

Soon the sun will shine again 
Soon things will be fine. 

Until it does, trust God above 
And take one day at a time.  

 
Judith Bulock Morse 



Presbyterian Women  
 

The Deerhurst Presbyterian Women 
enjoyed a very pleasant evening at 
"My Tomato Pie" restaurant June 4. 
Rev. Janice Mahle entertained us 
with her message of the "Nasty, 
Naughty, Notorious Women of the 
Bible".  

 

Marilyn Plache, the North Suburban cluster leader 
installed the new Coordinating Team and presented 
each lady with a lovely bouquet of red carnations 
and a closing prayer of dedication. 
 

As outgoing moderator, I spoke of the dedication, 
support and encouragement of this fine group of la-
dies. Many thanks went to Esther Circle for planning 
the banquet, especially Roberta Sheperd and Ollie 
Horn. 
 

I would like to thank Linda Donner, for providing for 
us the minutes, the yearly roster and the banquet 
programs. She is a blessing to our organization. 
 

Many thanks and good wishes to the incoming mod-
erator Catherine White and the other coordinating 
officers as they begin to plan and implement for the 
next year. 
 

Lois T. Frazita, Outgoing Moderator 
 

A Note From Catherine! 
Deerhurst Presbyterian Women are anticipating   
another year of service to our church, Presbyterian 
Women in WNY and the various outreach and mis-
sion programs.  
 

We welcome all women of Deerhurst Church to be a 
part of the activities of PW. We have four active cir-
cles: Elizabeth (service), Esther and Martha (study) 
and Tabitha (fellowship and faith). We would be in-
terested in any ideas for another, or several other 
circles!  
 

I wish to thank our outgoing Moderator Lois Frazita 
for her two years of dedicated service that has en-
abled our Presbyterian Women to be successful.  
 

I appreciate the honor of becoming your Moderator 
for the 2008-2009 season. With your help and God's 
grace, Presbyterian Women will continue to be of 
service to our church and PW outreach projects.  
In Christ's service,  
Catherine White, Moderator 
 

All Deerhurst Ladies Welcome! 
  Breakfast   July 26th at 9:00 am 

 

 Family Tree Restaurant  444 Bailey Avenue 

Please feel free to join us,  
we love to see new faces.  

For Ladies Only! 

Whatôs Cooking? 
 

Do you have a recipe from the Deerhurst 2008 pic-
nic?  If so, please give it to Julie Furminger for the 
next ñWindow. ñ 
 

ñThis óN that Hintsò 
Before placing a stick of butter on butter dish, slice 
it into one tablespoon slices. Then remove as much 
as needed or remove one piece for buttering corn.  
 

For picture perfect pie crust, make a golden brown 
pie crust by brushing with milk before baking. A little 
sprinkle of sugar can be added to make the top 
crust glisten.  
 

Lemons: Stuff a roasting chicken with lemons for a 
delicious taste. Roast as usual. Too many lemons? 
Cut into slices and spread on cookie sheet. Place in 
freezer then place in Ziploc bag and store in freezer 
for future use in drinks, cooking fish or chicken. 
Also, squeeze lemons and strain, freeze juice in ice 
cube trays, remove and store in Ziploc bags in 
freezer.  Thaw and use in recipes.  Freeze whole 
lemons in Ziploc bags for ease in grating and 
zesting and do not forget to use the juice.  
 

Slug Control In Your Garden!  Spread crushed egg-
shells around the base of plants as they do not like 
to crawl over them as it hurts their tender little bod-
ies. OR sink a tuna can into the soil and add a little 
beer.  Slugs will drown in the beer right after their 
wild party! Discard the contents and repeat as 
needed.  

Dashes Grocery Tapes  
Please remember to bring your gro-
cery tapes for Dashes to church 
during the summer months. The 
money from these tapes benefits 

several youth programs at Deerhurst including 
the Vacation Bible School.  



Christian Education News From Amy 
 
Deerhurst Talks 
On the first Sunday evening of every month, John 
Bidwell will meet with members to introduce 
Deerhurst Talks - a user group for the Deerhurst  
church family. If you have internet access (or an 
email account), John can set you up. The purpose 
is to discuss church related topics with other 
members through the internet. Use this forum to 
analyze each weeksô sermon, pose theological 
questions, or just talk about what a great church 
picnic we had in June! It is a great opportunity for  
intergenerational dialog. Ask John if you have any 
questions about this or attend one of the Sunday 
evening classes. 
 

Follow-Up To Amish Grace/Forgiveness 
On the cover of the June 23, 2008 issue of 
ñPeople Magazineò is a picture of Elizabeth Smart. 
Elizabeth was kidnapped from her Utah home in 
June 2002. She was held captive, disguised, and 
abused for 9 months. Six years later she is 
thriving while attending college at Brigham Young  
University. How has she managed to do so well? 
ñThe key to her quick readjustment, she says, was 
finding a way to forgive her abductors. She still 
believes Mitchell, her alleged abductor, deserves 
a life sentence... But she says she has to let go of 
her anger toward him. ñItôs not worth holding onto 
that kind of hate. It can ruin your life.ò There is 
power in forgiveness - power and new life! Do 
tight communities of believers like Amish ore 
Mormons, have a better understanding of this than 
Presbyterians? Why do they seem so much more 
ready to extend an olive branch than other 
communities of believers? Maybe we need to 
meet again and talk some more about forgiveness 
or, we could have the conversation on Deerhurst 
Talks.  
 

Practicing Our Faith 
 

The ñPracticing Our Faithò Series began 
Thursday, June 19 with a discussion on Honoring 
the Body. On June 26, we discussed Hospitality. 
This series is an opportunity to grow in our 
Christian practices. It is an opportunity to reflect 
on what practices need to change and a time to 
consider adopting new ways that grow out of our 
Christian faith and its unique perspective. Topics 
for July are 7/3 - Saying Yes and Saying No, 7/10 
- Household Economics, 7/17 - Keeping Sabbath, 
7/24 - Testimony, and 7/31 - Discernment. Guest 
teachers will lead discussions while the  
Jelenspergers are on vacation. 

Meditation For Health 
Dr. Dean Ornish, the only doctor to actually reverse 
heart disease, provides guidelines to improve heath. In 
addition to dietary changes, Dr. Ornish prescribes 
meditation twice a day.  Thatôs meditation, not 
medication!  Dr. Ornish compares meditation to prayer.  
It is prayer going deeper. Too often in prayer we talk to 
God but rarely sit still and listen. Meditation is the art of 
listening to the stirrings of the Spirit - the very breath of 
God we inhale and exhale.  Dr. Ornishôs studies 
indicate meditation lowers blood pressure and helps 
the brain and the body focus on health and recovery.  
To take your prayer life to the next level, join the 
Meditation Group on Sunday evenings at 5:45 pm in 
the choir room. This is a beginner group so questions 
and newcomers are welcome. 

Deerhurst Deacons 
The Deerhurst Deacons would like to thank everyone 
who helped to make our annual church picnic a 
success. Our outdoor service accompanied by the 
Deerhurst Choir was wonderful! Didnôt we have a 
terrific assortment of delicious food?! The weather 
couldnôt have been better and we found our new venue 
at Firemanôs Park to be convenient with activities for 
both young & old. Our hope is that we can reserve 
Firemanôs Park for next year. 
 
Submitted by Karen Hartrich 
 

Church Library News 
 

The library committee still needs those old 
books to sell for new purchases. Don't 
forget there are some neat, new books to 
read on those lazy summer 

Summer Choir 
 

Come share your gifts! Sing, play, lift up your 
voice to God in praise! The music ministry at 
Deerhurst is a vital part of worship. It allows us, 
the congregation, to experience God through a 
different medium. It is not performance but 
presence - being present to Christ  
and your brothers and sisters in worship. We 
rehearse to give God our first fruits - our very 
best! The offering is made to God in the 
presence of the congregation. Is it sometimes 
scary? Yes. Coming before the Creator of the 
Universe with a humble gift isnôt easy, but it is 
greatly appreciated. See Dr. Lori Abbott to be a 
part of the summer music ministry. 



 From The Past At Deerhurst 

For all those who were at Deerhurst when Rev. 
Doug Portz and Rev. Lynn Portz were our pastors, 
we all remember their young children being in the 
nursery and Sunday School classes. How time has 
passed!  
 

This past June,  Bethany completed college and 
was married!  Several of Bethanyôs Deerhurst 
friends and their families attended the wedding and 
have shared the photos below with us.  
 

Bethany and Matt Harbaugh 
Congratulations to newlyweds Bethany Portz and 
Matthew Harbaugh who were united in marriage on 
June 14th  at John McMillan Presbyterian Church in 
Pittsburgh. Proud parents are our former pastors, 
Doug and Lynn Portz. Bethany's brother, Ben, was 
a groomsman.  Matt is attending medical school and 
Bethany will begin studies at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary in September. They will be living in the 
city of Pittsburgh, about a half hour from Lynn and 
Doug in Gibsonia, Pennsylvania. 
 
Bethany and Matt's address is 
240 South Fairmount Street - Apt. 101 
Pittsburgh PA 15206 

 
 

Dancing With God  
When I meditated on the word Guidance  

I kept seeing 'dance' at the end of the word.  
I remember reading that doing God's will  

is a lot like dancing.  
 

When two people try to lead, nothing feels right.  
The movement doesn't flow with the music,  

and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky.  
 When one person realizes that, and lets the other 

lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music.  
One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the 

back  or by pressing lightly in one direction or another.  
It's as if two become one body, moving beautifully.  

The dance takes surrender, willingness,  
and attentiveness from one person  

and gentle guidance and skill from the other.  
 

My eyes drew back to the word Guidance.  
When I saw 'G: I thought of God, followed by 'u' and 

'i'.   'God, 'u' and 'i' dance'  
God, you, and I dance.  

As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust  
that I would get guidance about my life.  

Once again, I became willing to let God lead.  
 

My prayer for you today is that God's blessings and  
mercies be upon you on this day and everyday.  

May you abide in God as God abides in you.  
Dance together with God, trusting God to lead  

and to guide you through each season of your life.  
 

This prayer is powerful and there is nothing attached.  
If God has done anything for you in your life,  

please share this message with someone else,  
for prayer is one of the best gifts we can receive.  

There is no cost but a lot of rewards; so let's continue 
to pray for one another ! And I Hope You Dance 

 
Submitted By:  
Bob boulter 

Left:   
Matt and Bethany 
 
Below:  
Ben Portz (left)  
 
Doug and Lynn 
arriving at the 
reception 

The Church 
 

Enter expectantly, 
Breathe prayerfully, 
Worship reverently, 

Relax restfully, 
Greet others cordially, 

Leave thoughtfully, 
Come again soon. 

 
 Anonymous 


